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ick Pereira chose the name

Manifold Custom Furniture for his

design studio in Claryville, Sullivan

County, for two reasons. One was a

reference to his recently patented

pleated window shades whose intri-

cately folded patterns are derived
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from origami. The other alluded fo
his design philosophy: the idea that
the design of quality furniture
requires multiple perspectives —
awareness of ergonomics as well as
formal beauty, respect for strength

and efficiency as well as harmony

with the setting.

Pereira is exceptionally well pre-

pared to approach his work from
multiple directions through his train-
ing in engineering as well as the
arts. He always enjoyed doing
things with his hands, and his interest
in drawing and designing developed
at an early age when he attended an
excellent science and technology
high school. Pereira received his
undergraduate degree at  the

University of Virginia in Systems
Engineering. During his final semes-
ter, however, he enrolled in an elec-
tive course in drawing. ‘I loved it,”
he remembers, and so his master’s
degree in Industrial Design at Pratt
Institute seemed like a logical com-
promise between talents. A semester
in ]loiy gave his career an unexpect-
ed cross-cultural turn. After taking his
master's degree, he refurned to Italy
to apprentice in Fara Sabina with
woodworker Irene Ferri, followed by
four years in Rome working as
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design assistant to Kevin Walz, an
expatriate New York interior design-
er. This experience gave him a rich
perspective on listening as part of the
design process.

‘I 'had the good fortune to work in
Rome rather than in industrial Milan,"
he says. He was struck by the impor-
tance of history and how modern infe-
riors coexisted with the ancient archi-
tecture as well as by the smaller scale
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of ltalian culture. The aesthetic that
evolved for him prizes timeless, con-
cise forms that optimize functionality.

Pereira continued to apply industri-
al design skills to projects for private
and commercial clients, and they are
strikingly in evidence in Manifold's
furniture line. It includes tables that
can be customized with various
drawer and storage functions, easily
expanded fo seal twice as many
people, or collapsed to maximize liv-
ing space. His Trellis Bed exemplifies
his approach. Designed to be as
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